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Tēnā koutou katoa

E mihi ana ki a tātou e mahi ngātahi ana ki te 
whakakore i te mate HIV i Aotearoa. Ka nui 
te whakamiha ki ngā ringa raupā, ngā ngākau 
atawhai, me te manawanui o te hunga 
kaimahi o te Burnett Foundation Aotearoa e 
ū tonu ana ki te kaupapa.

Greetings to all. We acknowledge us all 
working together to eliminate HIV in 
Aotearoa. Deep respect to the many hands, 
kind hearts, and steadfast spirits of Burnett 
Foundation Aotearoa who remain devoted to 
our cause.

Introduction

 Independent analysis by PwC and The Lever Room 
confirmed that for every dollar invested in Burnett 
Foundation, there is a $5.05 impact for the public.  
This demonstrates not only cost-effectiveness but 
also the far-reaching social and health impact of 
prevention-led care.

Behind these results are the remarkable people of 
Burnett Foundation Aotearoa, a team grounded in 
compassion, professionalism, and deep commitment 
to the communities we serve.  Their work is guided by 
a strong duty of care: to ensure that every person we 
reach feels safe, supported, and seen.

Our focus throughout the year was clear: 
maintaining momentum towards our strategy 
including achieving zero HIV transmission by 2030, 
strengthening partnerships with Māori, Pacific, rural 
and migrant communities, and ensuring our services 
reflect the dignity, diversity, and mana of those who 
place their trust in us.

Looking Ahead

As Burnett Foundation Aotearoa looks ahead, the 
focus remains firmly on what works: expanding 
equitable access to prevention tools, deepening 
outreach to Māori, Pacific, rural, migrant, 
and all Takatāpui Rainbow communities, and 
strengthening partnerships that uphold dignity 
and inclusion.

New self-testing technologies, telehealth 
pathways for PrEP, and enhanced cultural 
competency initiatives will further widen reach 
and impact. Flexibility will continue to guide our 
response to emerging challenges from outbreaks 
like Mpox to new modes of health delivery.

With every test completed, every counselling 
session held, and every partnership strengthened, 
Burnett Foundation Aotearoa moves closer to 
its vision of a future where HIV transmission in 
Aotearoa is ended and every person affected can 
live with dignity, strength, and pride.

A word from  
our leadership 
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Impact at a Glance – FY25 (1 July 2024 – 30 June 2025)

Advancing equity, prevention, and wellbeing for all communities

Focus area 

Prevention, early 
detection and 
treatment of HIV 
and STIs

Focus area 

Support people 
living with HIV

Focus area 

Great sexual and 
reproductive health 
for rainbow people 
and takatāpui

Focus area 

Sustainable 
organisation 
success

Focus Area Programmes FY25 Results

Condom Acquired for 
Distribution

947,568 condoms acquired for online and in- person 
distribution to clinics and communities.

Pūkoro Ure Fit Kits
3,400 Fit Kits distributed; majority ordered online, 
reaching new audiences.

Digital Reach
Over 5 million campaign impressions and 85,000 page 
views on educational resources.

Testing
≈8347 HIV tests delivered; 74% self-tests; 2 HIV-positive 
and 6 syphilis cases identified and referred. 

Counselling & Wellbeing
≈1,407 counselling sessions delivered; eligibility 
expanded to all Rainbow and Takatāpui people.

Group Programmes
33 participants completed the Empowering Yourself 
group counselling series.

Workforce Education
31 national sessions reaching hundreds of clinicians, 
pharmacists, and students.

Policy & Advocacy
36 advocacy actions completed (spanning across 
presentations, submissions and national forums) 
leadership in national health policy and equity.
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HIV Action Plan

The government continues to support the HIV 
Action Plan, which has seen bipartisan support 
over many years. The plan commits $22.6 million 
over five years towards helping Aotearoa make 
history by becoming the first country in the world 
with no new HIV transmissions. The National HIV 
Action Plan has a goal for both local transmissions 
and AIDS-related deaths to be zero by 2030 as 
well as ensuring that people living with HIV have 
healthy lives free from stigma and discrimination. 
We will continue our work in maintaining the HIV 
epidemic as a public health priority.

Sex and Prevention of Transmission Study 
(SPOTS) 

Consultation, preparation and fieldwork for the 
2025 Sex and Prevention of Transmission Study 
(SPOTS) round was successfully completed in 
April, recruiting 3203 diverse participants. New 
questions included doxy-PEP, mpox vaccination 
and HIV post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP), 
alongside established questions on combination 
HIV prevention, testing and sexual partnering. 
Summary SPOTS findings from the 2022 and 
2025 rounds will be reported in the government’s 
National HIV Monitoring Plan to be released in 
Dec 2025, and have been presented at local and 
international scientific conferences.

Rautaki Māori

Work continues to implement our Rautaki Māori 
(Māori Strategy) that focuses on leading out and 
supporting our organisational wide understanding 
of Te Ao Māori within our work. 

We continue to analyse these changes and work to 
further build on the successes as well as continue 
to build our organisational capacity in other areas 
pertaining to Te Ao Māori.

A recruitment drive for a new Pou Whakahaere 
Māori is underway, this role will sit within the 
Executive Leadership Team and will further guide 
and support our voluntary steering group of Māori 
staff – Te Ohu Kaimahi Māori , as well as working 
collaboratively to review our strategy and projects 
across the organisation through a Te Ao Māori 
lens, offering areas for improvement and change 
within the context of our Rautaki Māori, Te Titiri 
o Waitangi, and unique lived experiences as 
takatāpui peoples.

Mpox

The 2022 global outbreak of Mpox (previously 
known as monkeypox) caused by the Clade IIb 
strain, has disproportionately affected MSM 
globally. While mpox is not classified as an STI, it is 
transmitted more easily through close, sustained 
contact, and the patterns of transmission 
and location of first lesions (often in the 
anorectal area, on the genitals, or in the mouth) 
indicate that sexual transmission occurs most 
predominantly. 

Burnett Foundation Aotearoa, as a forefront 
organisation for MSM sexual health in New 
Zealand, has continued to support the mpox 
response in New Zealand. To June 2025, almost 64 
locally acquired mpox cases have been reported in 
New Zealand. The majority of New Zealand mpox 
cases have been MSM. Ongoing health promotion 
and resurgence planning is key to maintaining low 
or no mpox transmission in New Zealand. 

Since the vaccine approval, our work has continued 
its focus on advertising the vaccine to those who 
are eligible, and helping our communities protect 
themselves against future outbreaks. 

There will also be continued advocacy work to 
ensure that sexual health services are adequately 
funded to support an effective roll-out of the 
vaccine while juggling their busy day-to-day 
service demand.
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Financial Sustainability 

Financial sustainability remains an ongoing focus 
for the Foundation. 

We are continuing to grow our fundraising 
programme to diversify our revenue sources. 
Our Sweat with Pride peer-to-peer fundraiser had 
a record number of fundraisers and funds raised 
in 2025. 

In the coming year, we expect this to grow further 
with the launch of a gift in wills programme and a 
new peer-to-peer event Pride Unleashed. 

Burnett Foundation Aotearoa recognises the critical 
importance of keeping services free and accessible 
to those who need them most. We are committed 
to ensuring that cost is never a barrier to access 
services such as our counselling - particularly for 
vulnerable and marginalised communities.

Rather than transitioning to a fee-for-service 
model, our preferred approach is to maintain the 
service as a free offering by securing alternative 
and sustainable funding. To achieve this, we are 
actively pursuing a multi-stream funding strategy 
that includes:

	— Engagement with philanthropic partners 
who align with our mission to support long-
term impact.

	— We are in discussions with like-minded 
organisations and potential co-founders to share 
responsibility of sustaining the service.

We are exploring mission-aligned partnerships with 
private sector entities interested in supporting 
innovative, evidence-based community solutions.

As Burnett Foundation Aotearoa enters its 
next chapter, our direction is clear and our 
commitment unwavering.

We remain steadfast in our duty of care to 
protect health, uphold dignity, and champion 
equity for every community we serve. Each 
test completed, each counselling session 
offered, and each conversation about 
prevention strengthens the collective fabric 
of Aotearoa.

Our work is guided by evidence and 
anchored in aroha and the belief that 
compassion, courage, and connection 
can end transmission and transform lives. 
Together with our partners, we will continue 
to challenge stigma, celebrate resilience, and 
create pathways for every person to live free 
from HIV and full of pride.

Liz Gibbs
Chief Executive

James (Jim)  
Stuart-Black MNZM 
Chair of the Board
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Big Gay Out
Burnett Foundation delivered another iconic 
Big Gay Out in Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland, 
bringing together our diverse rainbow 
communities, and their friends and whānau for 
a fun-filled day in the sun. 

We are very proud to be able to hold this space 
for artists, makers, community organisations, 
and advocates to unite and celebrate, 
while also delivering key messages around 
combination HIV and STI prevention, stigma, 
and community building to the community 
using the mainstage big screens and signage 
around the festival.

Some highlights from this year’s  
post-attendee survey:

89% agreed or strongly agreed that BGO 
is a safe and inclusive space

91% agreed or strongly agreed that BGO 
celebrates the diversity of the entire 
rainbow/LGBTQIA+/queer community

81% stayed at the event at least 2 hours, 
with 43% staying more than 4

Attendees gave the rating a score of 4.4 
out of 5 on average

87% recognised a good representation 
of under-represented groups within our 
communities (takatāpui, Māori, Pasifika 
peoples, Asian communities, women, trans, 
and non-binary communities)

96% agreed that BGO is a safe place for 
rainbow and takatāpui communities

Partnered with Durex to 
distribute 10,000 free condoms

HIV and STI Testing on-site

Photo credit: Connor Crawford
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Sweat with 
Pride 

6,013 
participants

$786,202 
raised

2025 was the biggest year yet for our annual peer-
to-peer fundraising campaign, Sweat with Pride. 
A record 6,013 participants took part, collectively 
raising $786,202 to support the health and 
wellbeing of rainbow and takatāpui 
communities.

Funds raised through Sweat with 
Pride help sustain and expand 
the services we provide beyond 
government funding - including 
counselling, access to at-
home STI testing, community 
outreach, and advocacy for 
queer health equity.   
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